The genesis of American investigative dermatology from its roots in Europe.
During a century of development of investigative dermatology (1880s-1980s), the center of gravity in the field has moved west, from Europe to North America. The foundation of the American Dermatological Association, the discipline's oldest national society, has forshadowed this development. The foundation of the Society for Investigative Dermatology (and also of the American Academy of Dermatology), have marked the height of this shift. The foundation of the European Society for Dermatological Research and its participation in the Journal of Investigative Dermatology, as a junior partner, concludes this process, and at the same time, illustrates the change that has taken place. The following article attempts to outline some of the pathways along which this shift has occurred, as seen from a central European perspective.